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Preamble. 


IE, graduates and students, knowing 
the occasional loneliness and the spe- 
cial temptations of college life, and 
desiring to offer where it may be 

be needed, a fraternal helping hand, do form 

ourselves into the College Fraternity of Alpha 

Chi Rho. 


Pledge. 


We pledge ourselves to our brothers, all who 
do now and who may in future enlist for ser- 
vice under the Labarum of our Order, for the 
following aims, cherished secretly in our breasts 
and confessed openly before the world: 

1. Good will to all our fellow students, what- 
ever badge it may be theirs to wear, and good 
will without contempt to those whose lot it is to 
wear no badge. We will be just and friendly 
to both society men and neutrals, 

2. Sympathy, something far more than mere 
justice and good will, a true heart-warmth readi- 
ly offering the cheery word and the outstretched 


hand to the lonely, the needy, the unattractive, 
the struggling, the tempted. Our Brotherhood 
is inclusive, not exclusive, in spirit. The Cross 
makes us humble, but uplifts us to the high 
plain of brotherhood. The Greek letter which 
it forms is initial of anointing. The cross bearers 
and the chi-wearers are charged with a heart- 
message to their fellow men, The Crook sym- 
bolizes shepherding, such as we all receive and 
can in turn bestow, The Torch symbolizes 
illumination of darkened understandings and the 
firing of cold hearts. The outstretched Hand 
suggests a ready offer of fellowship and brother- 
hood. On this mountain top of Alpha Chi Rho 
we aim to erect a hospice for the homeless, 
where we may bid them welcome. We will 
be brothers to all in the Order; we will open 
the door often to welcome others into the 
Brotherhood; and we will shut it in contempt 
on no man. In our election of new members, 
and in our personal demeanor towards those 
not formally in the Brotherhood, we will en- 
deavor to enter into the spirit of the apostle’s 
words: “ Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, 


for thereby some have entertained angels un- 
awares,”” 

3. A high standard of character and attain- 
ment, involving for every man strict self-disci- 
pline. We are students, aiming at high things, 
and our chapter life shall be planned with a 
view to the furthering of our scholarship, the 
enlargement and broadening of our culture, the 
exercise of honesty and independence of judg- 
ment, the encouragement of industry and thor- 
oughness in investigation, the attainment of a 
philosophic spirit and of a liberal mind. And 
we will be strict in our moral standards. We 
will aim at purity, temperance, reverence; we 
will never make light of weighty matters, never 
ridicule the scrupulous and highminded, never 
tolerate in our chapter hall or in our intercourse 
with one another that which is unseemly. 

4, Charity, gentleness, consideration for 
others, remembering that we all have inborn 
and inbred faults, yet never indulging or approv- 
ing what is unworthy. We will never walk 
with another deliberately into temptation. If 
our brother fall, we will help him to rise again, 


but we will strive ever to keep our own feet on 
the rock. We will make charity one of our 
chief aims, but it is no charity to our brother to 
sin with him. 


Admonition. 


The experience of Greek letter societies has 
developed certain tendencies against which we 
need to caution ourselves and our younger 
brethren, To all the future chapters and mem- 
bers of Alpha Chi Rho we give earnest warn- 
ing: 

3. Against a false aristocratic spirit, a dis- 
guised corporate vanity and egotism, a vulgar 
and unworthy reverence given to a name, 
Should any chapter of Alpha Chi Rho make its 
endeavor to build up its own honor and social 
position, cease to offer help to those who need 
it, close the doors of its hospice, give itself up to 
self-gratulation, and scorn the outer world, then 
our Badge will be dishonestly worn. 

“Noblesse oblige.” Brothers, be warned 
against contempt for the poor, the low in sta- 
tion, the unattractive. 


2. Against a merely social spirit, which will 
naturally tend to love of pleasure, looseness of 
demeanor, self-indulgence. On account of these 
things Greek letter societies of honorable origin 
have been expelled in dishonor from some of 
our universities and colleges. A merely social 
society inevitably degenerates. 

3. Against entangling alliances through 
greed, against the petty chicanery of college 
politics, especially against conspiracies and com- 
binations to exclude neutrals from just sights, 
against cowardly unions of the strong against 
the weak. Many a worthy student has had his 
mind embittered for life against all college secret 
societies through such combinations. If it be 
necessary to make such combinations at all, 
we suggest combining with the poor and the 
weak against the rich and the strong, rather 
than the exclusion of any element from a due 
share of class and college honors. 

4, Against inertia, idleness and inactivity in 
the chapter hall. Let us think and plan for 
self-culture, for helpfulness and hospitality, for 
the exercise of the critical faculty, of reasoning 


power, of the fine arts and music. The chapter 
meeting should be interesting and earnest, the 
chapter hall should be a busy and attractive 
place. An active chapter joins hearts together 
by the strong tie of common thoughts and work. 


AAadjuration, 


Be, then, as heart touches heart and 
hand grasps hand, 
Our work, cheering and helping others, 
Our joy, giving, rather than receiving, 
Our growth, discovering and develop- 
ing our brother’s worth, 
Our reward, the gratitude of younger 
brothers, 
The Cross the symbol of suffering, 
The Crook the symbol of sheperding, 
The Torch the symbol of nourishing, 
The Hand the symbol of welcoming, 
Our standard and watchword, IN LOVE 
I REJOICE, 
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